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PROJECT

Participant:

PIC number:

Project name and acronym:

Event number:
Event name:
Type:

In situ/online:
Location:

Date(s):

Website(s) (if any):

Participants
Female:
Male:
Non-binary:

From country 1 [The
Netherlands]

From country 2 [Slovenial]:

From country 3 [Bulgaria]:

Stichting Hellenic Institute of Cultural
Netherlands (The Netherlands)

892023641

Diplomacy

PROGRESS_EU: Raising awareness of European

rights for a progressive and transformative Europe.

EVENT DESCRIPTION
6
WP6 Initiatives into Action : Youth LeaderShip
Conference, workshop
in-situ
Rotterdam, the Netherlands (NL)
10th — 12th June 2024

https://eidpfoundation.org/Projects/

https://eidpfoundation.org/gallery/PROGRESS EU Article%20for%20
Website.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/SocialHubBulgaria/posts/pfbid02FUV{qCri

QgiTHs9TLgg3DBW8C1m8zDP7zBsVtdscaBxXWGDeTaFgv9Duj7QaF1
V44ml

https://www.socialhubbg.eu/2023/01/01/progress-eu/
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From country 4 [Spain] = 3
From country 5 [Portugal] = 2
From country 6 [Greece] 4
From country 7 [Hungary] = 2
From country 8 [ltaly] = 2

Total number of participants: | 44 From total number of countries: = 8

Description

Provide a short description of the event and its activities.

PROGRESS_EU

Raising awareness of European rights
for a progressive and transformative Europe

The Netherlands (NL)
10t — 12t June 2024

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITIES

The meeting “Initiatives into Action : Youth LeaderShip”, organised by the Stichting Hellenic Institute
of Cultural Diplomacy Netherlands , was held in Rotterdam (the Netherlands) from 10= to 12» June
2024 .Attendees were introduced to the topics of the day, focusing on youth involvement in European
representation and discussions about the shift from Euroscepticism to Europeanism.

Minutes of the event :

Monday 10th of June 2024
19.30 Welcoming Dinner provided by the “European Institute for Diplomacy & Policy"

Tuesday 11th of June 2024
09.30 Welcome of participants & Presentation of the Agenda

10.00 Open Dialogue - Youngster‘s involvement into local and European representations
Participants engaged in an open dialogue addressing how young people can be more involved in local
and European decision-making processes. Several participants shared personal experiences,
highlighting challenges such as limited access to platforms where youth voices can be heard and the
need for stronger institutional support. The discussion touched upon successful models of youth
engagement and the importance of fostering a sense of belonging among young citizens in European
structures.

11.00 Debate: Euroscepticism to Europeanism (focusing on the upcoming European Elections
and reflecting to youngster's beliefs)

The debate shifted focus to the past European elections, taking place just a few days before this
meeting. The discussion explored how these elections represent a crucial moment for influencing the
mindset of young voters, many of whom have expressed skepticism towards the European Union.
Participants discussed the significance of the elections and the potential impact of youth voting patterns,
given the growing visibility of Eurosceptic movements in several EU member states.

Key points raised during the debate included the importance of clear, accessible communication about
the role and benefits of the European Union. Some participants argued that young people often feel
disconnected from EU institutions and processes, which contributes to a sense of apathy or
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Euroscepticism. Others highlighted the need to address misinformation and promote greater civic
education about the European Union's influence on daily life, from environmental policies to job
opportunities. Experts in the session underlined that the elections would serve as a litmus test for the
extent to which Euroscepticism has taken root among the younger generation. Suggestions were made
for more targeted campaigns aimed at addressing youth concerns, such as climate change,
employment, and social justice, which align closely with the EU's core values. Attendees also discussed
practical strategies for engaging young voters, including digital outreach and more youth-focused
debate platforms in the days leading up to the elections.

11.30 Coffee Break

12.00 Round Table/lnteractive Activity: Protocol Development for Promoting European
Opportunities

The round table discussion centered on how to develop protocols for promoting European opportunities,
specifically those led by young people. Participants divided into groups to brainstorm and share ideas
on how to increase awareness and accessibility of EU programs among youth. Suggestions included
enhancing communication strategies through social media, creating mentorship networks, and
simplifying access to European grants and initiatives. The collaborative session resulted in a draft
protocol that outlines concrete steps to enhance youth-led projects within the EU.

13.00 Lunch Break

15.00 PROGRESS_EU Upcycling Workshop

The afternoon session transitioned into a workshop focused on upcycling as a metaphor for revitalizing
European engagement. Participants worked in teams to create innovative projects using upcycled
materials, symbolizing how young people can take existing European structures and policies and
transform them into more sustainable, future-oriented systems. The workshop emphasized creativity,
teamwork, and sustainability as key values within the European context. The meeting concluded with a
formal dinner hosted by the European Institute for Diplomacy & Policy. This provided an opportunity for
informal discussions and reflections on the day’s activities. Participants shared their thoughts on the
outcomes of the workshops and the protocol development, reinforcing connections between attendees
and paving the way for future collaborations.

Key Outcomes:

* Youth Engagement: Participants acknowledged the need for stronger efforts in engaging youth in both
local and European decision-making processes. The dialogue highlighted existing barriers but also
provided examples of best practices.

» Tackling Euroscepticism in the Context of the European Elections: The debate emphasized the
urgency of addressing Euroscepticism, particularly in light of the recent European elections.
Participants discussed how these elections could shape youth perspectives and participation in the EU
moving forward.

* Protocol Development: The round table produced a framework for a protocol to promote European
opportunities for youth, with ideas focusing on improved communication, mentorship, and access to
resources.

* Practical Engagement: The upcycling workshop reinforced the connection between European values
and sustainability, encouraging participants to think creatively about how to "upcycle" European
structures to better serve future generations.

19.30 Dinner

Wednesday 12th of June 2024
Departure day
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